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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 03349 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, MARR, MILL XF 

SUBJECT: USYG URQUHART'S VIEWS ON RENEWAL OF UNIFIL 
MANDATE 

1 . UPON RETURNING FROM BRIEF TRIP TO VIENNA, URQUHART - 
CLEARLY FRUSTRATED AND ANGRY- CALLED AMB LEONARD 
AUGUST 29 TO COMPLAIN OF ISRAELIS OBSTRUCTIONISM OF 
UNIFIL EFFORT TO CARRY OUT ITS MANDATE IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. HE INDICATED THAT HE WAS BEREFT OF NEW IDEAS 
REGARDING WAYS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM AND DETERMINED TO 
WRITE A BLUNT AND HARD-HITTING REPORT. THIS REPORT. HE 
SAID, WOULD BE VERY FRANK IN SPELLING OUT THE LACK OF 
COOPERATION FROM THE ISRAELI SIDE. HE SPOKE OF ISRAELI 
BAD FAITH IN FAILING TO ACT AS THEY INDICATED THEY WOULD 
ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO JERUSALEM AND TEL AVIV. HE 
BELIEVES THE ISRAELIS HAVE BEEN VERY SHORT-SIGHTED IN 
THEIR ENTIRE APPROACH. URQUHART IS ALSO FED UP WITH THE 
LEBANESE BUT BELIEVES THEIR PROBLEM IN BEIRUT IS AT 
LEAST A MITIGATING FACTOR UNDERLYING THEIR INEFFECTIVE- 
NESS REGARDING SOUTHERN LEBANON. 
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2. URQUHART SAID THAT HE PLANS TO WRITE THE SYG'S REPORT 
NEXT WEEK AND DOES NOT INTEND TO CIRCULATE IT BEFORE ITS 
RELEASE. BARRING UNFORESEEABLE DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN NOW 
AND THEN, HIS REPORT CLEARLY WILL BE EXTREMELY CRITICAL 
OF THE ISRAELIS. WE BELIEVE THAT AT A MINIMUM WE SHOULD 
MAKE IT CLEAR TO THE ISRAELIS, BOTH IN NEW YORK AND IN 
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TEL AVIV, THAT THIS IS THE SITUATION THAT WE ARE FACING. 

WHILE URQUHART DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THE COUNCIL WILL 
REFUSE TO RENEW THE MANDATE, HE ALSO DOES NOT RULE IT OUT. 

IN ANY CASE, WE CAN EXPECT A SHARP AND POLEMICAL DEBATE, 

IN WHICH THE ARABS WILL USE THIS REPORT TO PIN THE RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR UNIFIL'S PROBLEMS SQUARELY ON ISRAEL AND 
THE CHRISTIAN MILITIA. URQUHART TOLD LEONARD THAT THE 
NEXT CALLER ON HIS LIST WAS KUWAITI PERMREP BISHARA. 

LEONARD 
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